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Re Cbinook By-Catl:h

Dear Mr. Olson and Mr. Mecum.

I .....65 not able to come in ;>llf'S(}n and r hope th3t yo", will excuse me and iJccep: the. tl:Sl:irnoo)'.

!l isjtood to knew that you both hU~'e Aiaska Addrossess. First. I am going Ie provide rome :nfonnaticm of
Stebbins Community. We have a Stat.c incorporated,'· City of Stebbins" 1968 and Stebbins :RA (lndiaJ1
R.."'01'ganizauclI1 Aa of 1(34) Stebbins IRA established with this Act :n 1939 and have served Stebbins since
tt1er.. Stebbins lR..o\ i$ a political,socid Mid econorni< entity to SeJ"V¢ it's Ii 14 members. Stebb.ins \s cash
poor and a natural reSOW'Ce nch area. Stebbins membership (n::ared ro Stebbins iliA) :mel Residents,slll11c
peGple. are relaled to City ot'Stebbins.natives and oon-nativcs. Prior to the pusage of the IRA Consitution
and bylaws and long before tbc incepriOn of me City, the viJlage was governed t>y an ac:tive Tradioonal
Tribal COUll<:iL
Stebbins is a Yupik Esldmo village located northwest coa$l ofSt. Mi~hael (sland (notable dUl: to Nome
Gold Rush and :he U.s. Army Pos whiclJ were put t.'lere to enforce law @ NQItl¢. The isolated community
is 120 miles southeast of~ome,nearest,eilonaJ hul: and 870 :nik~ nonhwest of Anchorage: ( the largC$t
commercial center for goods and services). Su:bbins is ~sible and sen'iccd by Air Transportation year
r()lHl{j.

Stehl>ins is derived from Stevens. Elders could not eouid not sound out the My'" and pronounced Stebbins.
Stebbins was first recorded in 1898 by the u.s. Coostl1f1d Gcodc:rit: survey.
In 1950. Stebbins was described !lS" vi!llllc of Yupik Eskimos who make their livelihood by
nunting,fishing.and herding reindeer. The economy of Scebblns remains primarily !JerrWG fishing (now
inactive,due to marker conditions. Food fish of the Chinook imd other salmon spocies
All cash positions are in loca(govcmmem(IRA and CitY,\;illage corporation established by Alaslal Nmive
daims Settlement Act of 1971.5cbool. and t',>,:o loca! grocery stores. Seasonal jobs are tln:flghring..!oo;al
projects, jf Bny.
Su:bbi:ls recei....es State Servit:QS ofFood Slamps, 64 or 13% get food stamps and UDSA Food Bank
SCl'Yice.admioistered by Stebbins IRA. 34 with State and 20 witt>. USDA Program, ir: 2<JO&.
83 Jr 10% also received Mating assiitance in 20011. Data is derived from the 2 fee agent~, I.K~ Tribal
Coordinator llIld the local fuel company.
SillOll inception ofcommercial salmOIl in the NLlrton Sound disu-i(;t,Stebbins is exdaded from ;;om:llCrdaJ
rishing of salmon,the jllUi:1calioll is that we int~rcepr would intercept SAlmon.
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The by C8fch ofChin()(}~ 98lmol1 has II negBti...e IInpact to the coastal areas of Bristol Bay, Yuk()(l
K'.1slcDtcwim coastal and rivers,Norton Sound and the Counrry of Canada, that depend 00 fue: resource for
sub3istence IWld commerciaL I am a commercia! saJman pennil holdl"r.iS3ued by tile Stal<: and voluntarily
lI11<1 due to cost prohibitiveness,late opeoings,shoner fisl1ing time have not fisbed in 2007 and 2008 and wlli
not participaU In 2009 in the pursuit OCClli.noc* ialmon fillhing.but will COJJcentrale on sub8~ fishing.
The 130 to 150,000 ( my understand~by catch ofChinook Salmon in 2007 is very alarming and tho by
catch ofChinaok and chum are doc:umented from 2003 to 2Q07,2008, its 00 wonde~ that Chinook aalm.on
-llUll1U1'S are coming down, to those coastal areas _
Consistcot wi1h t'usodation of village Council Prcsidents,t.hAt oncompltSscs the 56 Yukon I Kuskowim
Delta,~es.Native Village ofStehbins( Stet>bins and St. Michael a;~ w!thin the Yukon Delta National
Wildl~Refuge"USFWS) favors II 30,000 cap ofChinoolc by catch. Although the Pollock fishery is
justified in co~ia1lyfeeding the nasses. the harve~ers in the Bering Sell have and lire contributing
<iJasti~Jly to me ~line of t1w Chicook and cbum salmon. Chin~.! King Salmon fet\4 on the PollQt;K and
the by catch cannot be avoided and wili c:ootinue,ctespite efforTS to lower the by catch.
Thank you for gi,,~ me the opporru.nity to testify.
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..:Jn-'.-:;L
fled Pete.Sr.
President
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