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sea lions or adversely modify its 
designated critical habitat. 

TABLE 4—FINAL 2011 AND 2012 SEASONAL AND SPATIAL ALLOWANCES, GEAR SHARES, CDQ RESERVE, INCIDENTAL 
CATCH ALLOWANCE, AND AMENDMENT 80 ALLOCATIONS OF THE BSAI ATKA MACKEREL TAC 

[Amounts are in metric tons] 

Sector 1 Season 2 3 4 

2011 allocation by area 2012 allocation by area 

Eastern Aleu-
tian District/ 
Bering Sea 

Central Aleu-
tian District 5 

Western Aleu-
tian District 

Eastern Aleu-
tian District/ 
Bering Sea 

Central Aleu-
tian District 5 

Western Aleu-
tian District 

TAC ................................. n/a ............... 40,300 11,280 1,500 38,500 10,763 1,500 
CDQ reserve ................... Total ............ 4,312 1,207 161 4,120 1,152 161 

A ................. 2,156 603 80 2,060 576 80 
Critical habi-

tat 5.
n/a 60 n/a n/a 55 n/a 

B ................. 2,156 603 80 2,060 576 80 
Critical habi-

tat 5.
n/a 60 n/a n/a 55 n/a 

ICA .................................. Total ............ 75 75 40 1,000 100 40 
Jig 6 ................................. Total ............ 180 0 0 167 0 0 
BSAI trawl limited access Total ............ 2,859 800 0 3,321 951 0 

A ................. 1,429 400 0 1,661 476 0 
B ................. 1,429 400 0 1,661 476 0 

Amendment 80 sectors ... Total ............ 32,875 9,198 1,300 29,892 8,560 1,300 
A ................. 16,437 4,599 650 14,946 4,280 650 
B ................. 16,437 4,599 650 14,946 4,280 650 

Alaska Groundfish Coop-
erative.

Total ............ 19,181 5,389 755 n/a n/a n/a 

A ................. 9,591 2,695 377 n/a n/a n/a 
Critical habi-

tat 5.
n/a 269 n/a n/a n/a n/a 

B ................. 9,591 2,695 377 n/a n/a n/a 
Critical habi-

tat 5.
n/a 269 n/a n/a n/a n/a 

Alaska Seafood Coopera-
tive.

Total ............ 13,694 3,809 545 n/a n/a n/a 

A ................. 6,847 1,904 272 n/a n/a n/a 
Critical habi-

tat 5.
n/a 190 n/a n/a n/a n/a 

B ................. 6,847 1,904 272 n/a n/a n/a 
Critical habi-

tat 5.
n/a 190 n/a n/a n/a n/a 

1 Section 679.20(a)(8)(ii) allocates the Atka mackerel TACs, after subtraction of the CDQ reserves, jig gear allocation, and ICAs to the Amend-
ment 80 and BSAI trawl limited access sectors. The allocation of the ITAC for Atka mackerel to the Amendment 80 and BSAI trawl limited ac-
cess sectors is established in Table 33 to part 679 and § 679.91. The CDQ reserve is 10.7 percent of the TAC for use by CDQ participants (see 
§§ 679.20(b)(1)(ii)(C) and 679.31). 

2 Sections 679.20(a)(8)(ii)(A) and 679.22(a) establish temporal and spatial limitations for the Atka mackerel fishery. 
3 The seasonal allowances of Atka mackerel are 50 percent in the A season and 50 percent in the B season. 
4 Section 679.23(e)(3) authorizes directed fishing for Atka mackerel with trawl gear during the A season from January 20 to June 10 and the B 

season from June 10 to November 1. 
5 Section 679.20(a)(8)(ii)(C) requires the TAC in area 542 shall be no more than 47% of ABC, and Atka mackerel harvests for Amendment 80 

cooperatives and CDQ groups within waters 10 nm to 20 nm of Gramp Rock and Tag Island, as described in Table 12 to part 679, in Area 542 
are limited to no more than 10 percent of the Amendment 80 cooperative Atka mackerel allocation or 10 percent of the CDQ Atka mackerel allo-
cation. 

6 Section 679.20(a)(8)(i) requires that up to 2 percent of the Eastern Aleutian District and the Bering Sea subarea TAC be allocated to jig gear 
after subtraction of the CDQ reserve and ICA. The amount of this allocation is 0.5 percent. The jig gear allocation is not apportioned by season. 

Note: Seasonal or sector apportionments may not total precisely due to rounding. 

Classification 

This action responds to the best 
available information recently obtained 
from the fishery. The Assistant 
Administrator for Fisheries, NOAA 
(AA), finds good cause to waive the 
requirement to provide prior notice and 
opportunity for public comment 
pursuant to the authority set forth at 5 
U.S.C. 553(b)(B) and § 679.25(c)(1)(ii) as 
such requirement is impracticable and 
contrary to the public interest. This 

requirement is impracticable and 
contrary to the public interest as it 
would prevent NMFS from responding 
to the most recent fisheries data in a 
timely fashion and would require 
harvests other than the appropriate 
allocations for Atka mackerel, based on 
the best scientific information available. 
NMFS was unable to publish a notice 
providing time for public comment 
because the most recent, relevant data 
only became available as of December 
13, 2011, and additional time for prior 

public comment would result in 
conservation concerns for the ESA- 
listed Steller sea lions. 

The AA also finds good cause to 
waive the 30-day delay in the effective 
date of this action under 5 U.S.C. 
553(d)(3). This finding is based upon 
the reasons provided above for waiver of 
prior notice and opportunity for public 
comment. 

Under § 679.25(c)(2), interested 
persons are invited to submit written 
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