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of the Plan Team’s recommendations for 
calculating shark ABC. The SSC 
recommended estimating the spiny 
dogfish ABC on a tier 5 approach, using 
the best available estimates for biomass 
and natural mortality rates for this 
species. For all other shark species, the 
SSC recommended using tier 6, which 
is based on recent average catch 
information. In combination, these 
recommendations led to the increased 
ABC for the shark complex. Octopuses 
increased from 224 mt to 954 mt (326 
percent increase) due to the adoption of 
a biomass-based estimate placing 
octopuses in tier 5, rather than tier 6. 
Tier 6 management is based on the use 
of average historic catch data, which the 
Plan Team and SSC agreed was not an 
appropriate method to use for setting 
the OFL for octopuses. Instead, the 

octopus OFL was set using a modified 
tier 5 approach, using the average of the 
three most recent GOA trawl survey 
estimates of biomass as a minimum 
estimate, and applying a conservative 
natural mortality rate to that estimate to 
establish the OFL. Sculpins increased 
from 4,746 mt to 5,496 mt (16 percent 
increase) due to revised estimates of 
natural mortality. 

The SSC recommended, and the 
Council concurred, that sharks and 
octopuses be placed on bycatch status. 
This eliminates the possibility that these 
species could be subject to directed 
fishing, and minimizes the potential 
catch of the species in these categories. 
The SSC believed that the stock 
assessment models for these species 
groups should be improved before 
considering allowing any directed 

fishing to occur. As such, NMFS is 
placing sharks and octopuses on 
bycatch status for the entire year. 

Detailed information providing the 
basis for the changes described above is 
contained in the final 2010 SAFE report. 
The other TAC increases or decreases in 
the final 2011 harvest specifications are 
within 2 percent of the proposed 2011 
harvest specifications. The final TACs 
are based on the most recent scientific 
information available. These TACs are 
specified in compliance with the 
harvest strategy described in both the 
proposed and final rules for the 2011 
and 2012 harvest specifications. The 
changes in TAC limits between the 
proposed and this final rule are 
compared in the following table. 

COMPARISON OF PROPOSED AND FINAL 2011 AND 2012 GOA TACS 
[Values are rounded to the nearest metric ton] 

Species 2011 final 
TAC 

2011 
proposed 

TAC 

2011 
difference 

from 
proposed 

2012 final 
TAC 

2012 
proposed 

TAC 

2012 
difference 

from 
proposed 

Pollock ...................................................................... 96,215 109,105 ¥12,890 121,649 109,105 12,544 
Pacific cod ................................................................ 65,100 73,426 ¥8,326 58,650 73,426 ¥14,776 
Sablefish .................................................................. 11,290 9,300 1,990 10,345 9,300 1,045 
Shallow-water flatfish ............................................... 20,062 20,062 0 20,062 20,062 0 
Deep-water flatfish ................................................... 6,305 6,325 ¥20 6,486 6,325 161 
Rex sole ................................................................... 9,565 9,592 ¥27 9,396 9,592 ¥196 
Arrowtooth flounder .................................................. 43,000 43,000 0 43,000 43,000 0 
Flathead sole ........................................................... 10,587 10,576 11 10,693 10,576 117 
Pacific ocean perch ................................................. 16,997 16,993 4 16,187 16,993 ¥806 
Northern rockfish ...................................................... 4,854 4,808 46 4,614 4,808 ¥194 
Shortraker rockfish ................................................... 914 914 0 914 914 0 
Other rockfish ........................................................... 1,195 1,192 3 1,914 1,192 2 
Pelagic shelf rockfish ............................................... 4,754 4,727 27 4,438 4,727 ¥289 
Rougheye rockfish ................................................... 1,312 1,313 ¥1 1,312 1,313 ¥1 
Demersal shelf rockfish ........................................... 300 295 5 300 295 5 
Thornyhead rockfish ................................................ 1,770 1,770 0 1,770 1,770 0 
Atka mackerel .......................................................... 2,000 2,000 0 2,000 2,000 0 
Big skate .................................................................. 3,328 3,328 0 3,328 3,328 0 
Longnose skates ...................................................... 2,852 2,852 0 2,852 2,852 0 
Other skates ............................................................. 2,093 2,093 0 2,093 2,093 0 
Squids ...................................................................... 1,148 1,148 0 1,148 1,148 0 
Sharks ...................................................................... 6,197 957 5,240 6,197 957 5,240 
Octopuses ................................................................ 954 224 224 954 224 730 
Sculpins .................................................................... 5,496 4,746 750 5,496 4,746 750 

Total .................................................................. 318,288 330,746 ¥12,458 335,078 330,746 4,332 

The final 2011 and 2012 TAC 
recommendations for the GOA are 
within the OY range established for the 

GOA and do not exceed the ABC for any 
single species or complex. Tables 1 and 
2 list the 2011 and 2012, respectively, 

final OFL, ABC, and TAC amounts for 
GOA groundfish. 

TABLE 1—FINAL 2011 ABCS, TACS, AND OFLS OF GROUNDFISH FOR THE WESTERN/CENTRAL/WEST YAKUTAT (W/C/ 
WYK), WESTERN (W), CENTRAL (C), EASTERN (E) REGULATORY AREAS, AND IN THE WEST YAKUTAT (WYK), 
SOUTHEAST OUTSIDE (SEO), AND GULFWIDE (GW) DISTRICTS OF THE GULF OF ALASKA 

[Values are rounded to the nearest metric ton] 

Species Area 1 OFL ABC TAC 

Pollock 2 ...................................................................... Shumagin (610) .......................................................... n/a 27,031 27,031 
Chirikof (620) .............................................................. n/a 37,365 37,365 
Kodiak (630) ............................................................... n/a 20,235 20,235 
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TABLE 1—FINAL 2011 ABCS, TACS, AND OFLS OF GROUNDFISH FOR THE WESTERN/CENTRAL/WEST YAKUTAT (W/C/ 
WYK), WESTERN (W), CENTRAL (C), EASTERN (E) REGULATORY AREAS, AND IN THE WEST YAKUTAT (WYK), 
SOUTHEAST OUTSIDE (SEO), AND GULFWIDE (GW) DISTRICTS OF THE GULF OF ALASKA—Continued 

[Values are rounded to the nearest metric ton] 

Species Area 1 OFL ABC TAC 

WYK (640) .................................................................. n/a 2,339 2,339 
W/C/WYK (subtotal) ................................................... 118,030 86,970 86,970 
SEO (650) .................................................................. 12,326 9,245 9,245 
Total ............................................................................ 130,356 96,215 96,215 

Pacific cod 3 ................................................................ W ................................................................................ n/a 30,380 22,785 
C ................................................................................. n/a 53,816 40,362 
E ................................................................................. n/a 2,604 1,953 
Total ............................................................................ 102,600 86,800 65,100 

Sablefish 4 ................................................................... W ................................................................................ n/a 1,620 1,620 
C ................................................................................. n/a 4,740 4,740 
WYK ........................................................................... n/a 1,990 1,990 
SEO ............................................................................ n/a 2,940 2,940 
E (WYK and SEO) (subtotal) ..................................... n/a 4,930 4,930 
Total ............................................................................ 13,340 11,290 11,290 

Shallow-water flatfish 6 ................................................ W ................................................................................ n/a 23,681 4,500 
C ................................................................................. n/a 29,999 13,000 
WYK ........................................................................... n/a 1,228 1,228 
SEO ............................................................................ n/a 1,334 1,334 
Total ............................................................................ 67,768 56,242 20,062 

Deep-water flatfish 5 .................................................... W ................................................................................ n/a 529 529 
C ................................................................................. n/a 2,919 2,919 
WYK ........................................................................... n/a 2,083 2,083 
SEO ............................................................................ n/a 774 774 
Total ............................................................................ 7,823 6,305 6,305 

Rex sole ...................................................................... W ................................................................................ n/a 1,517 1,517 
C ................................................................................. n/a 6,294 6,294 
WYK ........................................................................... n/a 868 868 
SEO ............................................................................ n/a 886 886 
Total ............................................................................ 12,499 9,565 9,565 

Arrowtooth flounder .................................................... W ................................................................................ n/a 34,317 8,000 
C ................................................................................. n/a 144,559 30,000 
WYK ........................................................................... n/a 22,551 2,500 
SEO ............................................................................ n/a 11,723 2,500 
Total ............................................................................ 251,068 213,150 43,000 

Flathead sole .............................................................. W ................................................................................ n/a 17,442 2,000 
C ................................................................................. n/a 28,104 5,000 
WYK ........................................................................... n/a 2,064 2,064 
SEO ............................................................................ n/a 1,523 1,523 
Total ............................................................................ 61,412 49,133 10,587 

Pacific ocean perch 7 .................................................. W ................................................................................ 3,221 2,798 2,798 
C ................................................................................. 11,948 10,379 10,379 
WYK ........................................................................... n/a 1,937 1,937 
SEO ............................................................................ n/a 1,883 1,883 
E (WYK and SEO) (subtotal) ..................................... 4,397 3,820 3,820 
Total ............................................................................ 19,566 16,997 16,997 

Northern rockfish 8, 9 .................................................... W ................................................................................ n/a 2,573 2,573 
C ................................................................................. n/a 2,281 2,281 
E ................................................................................. n/a 0 0 
Total ............................................................................ 5,784 4,854 4,854 

Shortraker rockfish 11 .................................................. W ................................................................................ n/a 134 134 
C ................................................................................. n/a 325 325 
E ................................................................................. n/a 455 455 
Total ............................................................................ 1,219 914 914 

Other rockfish 9, 12 ....................................................... W ................................................................................ n/a 212 212 
C ................................................................................. n/a 507 507 
WYK ........................................................................... n/a 276 276 
SEO ............................................................................ n/a 2,757 200 

VerDate Mar<15>2010 18:07 Feb 28, 2011 Jkt 223001 PO 00000 Frm 00041 Fmt 4700 Sfmt 4700 E:\FR\FM\01MRR1.SGM 01MRR1m
st

oc
ks

til
l o

n 
D

S
K

H
9S

0Y
B

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
U

LE
S



11116 Federal Register / Vol. 76, No. 40 / Tuesday, March 1, 2011 / Rules and Regulations 

TABLE 1—FINAL 2011 ABCS, TACS, AND OFLS OF GROUNDFISH FOR THE WESTERN/CENTRAL/WEST YAKUTAT (W/C/ 
WYK), WESTERN (W), CENTRAL (C), EASTERN (E) REGULATORY AREAS, AND IN THE WEST YAKUTAT (WYK), 
SOUTHEAST OUTSIDE (SEO), AND GULFWIDE (GW) DISTRICTS OF THE GULF OF ALASKA—Continued 

[Values are rounded to the nearest metric ton] 

Species Area 1 OFL ABC TAC 

Total ............................................................................ 4,881 3,752 1,195 

Pelagic shelf rockfish 13 .............................................. W ................................................................................ n/a 611 611 
C ................................................................................. n/a 3,052 3,052 
WYK ........................................................................... n/a 407 407 
SEO ............................................................................ n/a 684 684 
Total ............................................................................ 5,570 4,754 4,754 

Rougheye and Blackspotted rockfish 10 ..................... W ................................................................................ n/a 81 81 
C ................................................................................. n/a 868 868 
E ................................................................................. n/a 363 363 
Total ............................................................................ 1,579 1,312 1,312 

Demersal shelf rockfish 14 ........................................... SEO ............................................................................ 479 300 300 

Thornyhead rockfish ................................................... W ................................................................................ n/a 425 425 
C ................................................................................. n/a 637 637 
E ................................................................................. n/a 708 708 
Total ............................................................................ 2,360 1,770 1,770 

Atka mackerel ............................................................. GW ............................................................................. 6,200 4,700 2,000 

Big skate 15 ................................................................. W ................................................................................ n/a 598 598 
C ................................................................................. n/a 2,049 2,049 
E ................................................................................. n/a 681 681 
Total ............................................................................ 4,438 3,328 3,328 

Longnose skate 16 ....................................................... W ................................................................................ n/a 81 81 
C ................................................................................. n/a 2,009 2,009 
E ................................................................................. n/a 762 762 
Total ............................................................................ 3,803 2,852 2,852 

Other skates 17 ............................................................ GW ............................................................................. 2,791 2,093 2,093 
Squids ......................................................................... GW ............................................................................. 1,530 1,148 1,148 
Sharks ......................................................................... GW ............................................................................. 8,263 6,197 6,197 
Octopuses ................................................................... GW ............................................................................. 1,273 954 954 
Sculpins ...................................................................... GW ............................................................................. 7,328 5,496 5,496 

Total ..................................................................... ..................................................................................... 723,928 590,121 318,288 

1 Regulatory areas and districts are defined at § 679.2. (W=Western Gulf of Alaska; C=Central Gulf of Alaska; E=Eastern Gulf of Alaska; 
WYK=West Yakutat District; SEO=Southeast Outside District; GW=Gulf-wide). 

2 Pollock is apportioned in the Western/Central Regulatory Areas among three statistical areas. Table 5 lists the final 2011 seasonal apportion-
ments. In the West Yakutat and Southeast Outside Districts of the Eastern Regulatory Area, pollock is not divided into seasonal allowances. 

3 The annual Pacific cod TAC is apportioned 60% to the A season and 40% to the B season in the Western and Central Regulatory Areas of 
the GOA. Pacific cod is allocated 90% for processing by the inshore component and 10% for processing by the offshore component. Table 7 lists 
the final 2011 Pacific cod seasonal apportionments. 

4 Sablefish is allocated to trawl and hook-and-line gears for 2011. Table 3 lists the final 2011 sablefish TACs. 
5 ‘‘Deep-water flatfish’’ means Dover sole, Greenland turbot, Kamchatka flounder, and deepsea sole. 
6 ‘‘Shallow-water flatfish’’ means flatfish not including ‘‘deep-water flatfish,’’ flathead sole, rex sole, or arrowtooth flounder. 
7 ‘‘Pacific ocean perch’’ means Sebastes alutus. 
8 ‘‘Northern rockfish’’ means Sebastes polyspinous. For management purposes the 3 mt apportionment of ABC to the WYK District of the East-

ern Gulf of Alaska has been included in the slope rockfish species group. 
9 ‘‘Slope rockfish’’ means Sebastes aurora (aurora), S. melanostomus (blackgill), S. paucispinis (bocaccio), S. goodei (chilipepper), S. crameri 

(darkblotch), S. elongatus (greenstriped), S. variegatus (harlequin), S. wilsoni (pygmy), S. babcocki (redbanded), S. proriger (redstripe), S. 
zacentrus (sharpchin), S. jordani (shortbelly), S. brevispinis (silvergrey), S. diploproa (splitnose), S. saxicola (stripetail), S. miniatus (vermilion), 
and S. reedi (yellowmouth). In the Eastern GOA only, slope rockfish also includes northern rockfish, S. polyspinous. 

10 ‘‘Rougheye rockfish’’ means Sebastes aleutianus (rougheye) and Sebastes melanostictus (blackspotted). 
11 ‘‘Shortraker rockfish’’ means Sebastes borealis. 
12 ‘‘Other rockfish’’ in the Western and Central Regulatory Areas and in the West Yakutat District means slope rockfish and demersal shelf 

rockfish. The ‘‘other rockfish’’ species group in the SEO District means slope rockfish. 
13 ‘‘Pelagic shelf rockfish’’ means, S. variabilis (dusky), S. entomelas (widow), and S. flavidus (yellowtail). 
14 ‘‘Demersal shelf rockfish’’ means Sebastes pinniger (canary), S. nebulosus (china), S. caurinus (copper), S. maliger (quillback), S. 

helvomaculatus (rosethorn), S. nigrocinctus (tiger), and S. ruberrimus (yelloweye). 
15 ‘‘Big skate’’ means Raja binoculata. 
16 ‘‘Longnose skate’’ means Raja rhina. 
17 ‘‘Other skates’’ means Bathyraja spp. 
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