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Directed Fishing Closures 

Section 680.22 provides for the 
management of non-AFA crab vessel 
sideboards using directed fishing 
closures in accordance with 
§ 680.22(e)(2) and (3). The Regional 
Administrator has determined that the 
non-AFA crab vessel sideboards listed 
in Table 18 are insufficient to support 
a directed fishery and has set the 
sideboard directed fishing allowance at 
zero, with the exception of the Pacific 
cod pot CV sector limits in the Western 
and Central Regulatory Areas. 
Therefore, NMFS is prohibiting directed 
fishing by non-AFA crab vessels in the 
GOA for all species and species groups 
listed in Tables 17 and 18, with the 
exception of Pacific cod sideboard 
limits established for the pot CV sector 
in the Western and Central Regulatory 
Areas. 

Small Entity Compliance Guide 

The following information is a plain 
language guide to assist small entities in 
complying with this final rule as 
required by the Small Business 
Regulatory Enforcement Fairness Act of 
1996. This final rule is necessary to 
revise final 2012 Pacific cod harvest 
specifications and halibut PSC limits for 
the groundfish fishery of the GOA so 
that these amounts are consistent with 
new fishery allocations and limitations 
established under Amendment 83. This 
action affects all fishermen who 
participate in the Pacific cod fishery in 
the GOA. The specific amounts of TAC 
limits and PSC amounts, and respective 
allocations thereof, are provided in 
tabular form to assist the reader. NMFS 
will announce closures of directed 
fishing in the Federal Register and in 

information bulletins released by the 
Alaska Region. Affected fishermen 
should keep themselves informed of 
such closures. 

Classification 
NMFS determined that these revisions 

to the final 2011 and 2012 harvest 
specifications are necessary for the 
conservation and management of the 
Alaska groundfish fisheries and that it is 
consistent with the Magnuson-Stevens 
Fishery Conservation and Management 
Act and other applicable laws. 

This action is authorized under 
§ 679.20 and is exempt from review 
under Executive Order 12866. 

Pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 553(b)(B), the 
Assistant Administrator for Fisheries, 
NOAA (AA) finds good cause to waive 
prior notice and opportunity for public 
comment on this action as notice and 
comment is unnecessary. Through this 
action, NOAA seeks to revise the final 
2011 and 2012 GOA harvest 
specifications consistent with the final 
rules implementing Amendment 83 to 
the FMP and to ensure that the Pacific 
cod allocations and halibut PSC limits 
implemented under Amendment 83 will 
be effective at the beginning of the 2012 
fishing year. Prior notice and 
opportunity for public comment on this 
action is unnecessary because the 
revisions being made by this action 
merely update the 2011 and 2012 GOA 
harvest specifications to reflect 
allocations and limitations implemented 
and required by Amendment 83, and 
which have already been subject to 
notice and comment. 

This action does not revise the final 
2011 and 2012 GOA harvest 
specifications in any substantive 
manner not previously the subject of 

notice and comment during the 
development of Amendment 83. The 
Pacific cod fisheries in the Western and 
Central GOA are intensive, fast-paced 
fisheries. U.S. fishing vessels have 
demonstrated the capacity to catch the 
Pacific cod TAC allocations in these 
fisheries. Any delay in allocating the 
Pacific cod TACs under Amendment 83 
would cause confusion to the industry 
and potential economic harm through 
unnecessary discards. Determining 
which fisheries may close is impossible 
because these fisheries are affected by 
several factors that cannot be predicted 
in advance, including fishing effort, 
weather, movement of fishery stocks, 
and market price. Furthermore, the 
closure of one fishery has a cascading 
effect on other fisheries by freeing up 
fishing vessels, allowing them to move 
from closed fisheries to open ones, 
increasing the fishing capacity in those 
open fisheries and causing them to close 
at an accelerated pace. 

In fisheries subject to declining 
sideboards, a failure to implement the 
updated sideboards before initial 
season’s end could preclude the 
intended economic protection to the 
non-sideboarded sectors. Conversely, in 
fisheries with increasing sideboards, 
economic benefit could be precluded to 
the sideboarded sectors. 

The AA also finds good cause to 
waive the 30-day delay in the effective 
date requirement of 5 U.S.C. 553(d). The 
waiver of the 30-day delay in effective 
date requirement of 5 U.S.C. 553(d) is 
necessary to ensure that the allocations 
and limitations required under 
Amendment 83 will be effective at the 
beginning of the 2012 fishing year and 
to provide the regulated community 
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