
11122 Federal Register / Vol. 76, No. 40 / Tuesday, March 1, 2011 / Rules and Regulations 

this resulted in 100 mt being available 
for the directed commercial DSR fishery 
apportioned between four outer coast 
areas. Only one of these areas, the South 
Southeast Outside area was open to 
directed commercial fishery with a GHL 
of 30 mt and a harvest of 30 mt. DSR 
harvest in the halibut fishery is linked 
to the halibut quota; therefore the 
ADF&G cannot estimate potential DSR 
incidental catch in that fishery until 
those quotas are established. Federally 
permitted catcher vessels using hook- 
and-line or jig gear fishing for 
groundfish and Pacific halibut in the 
SEO District of the GOA are required to 
retain all DSR (§ 679.20(j)). The ADF&G 
will announce the opening of directed 
fishing for DSR in 2011 in January 
following the International Pacific 
Halibut Commission’s (IPHC) January 
2011 annual meeting. 

Apportionments to the Central GOA 
Rockfish Pilot Program 

Section 679.81(a)(1) and (2) require 
the allocation of the primary rockfish 
species TACs in the Central Regulatory 
Area, after deducting incidental catch 
needs in other directed groundfish 
fisheries, to participants in the Rockfish 
Program. Five percent (2.5 percent to 

trawl gear and 2.5 percent to fixed gear) 
of the final TACs for Pacific ocean 
perch, northern rockfish, and pelagic 
shelf rockfish in the Central Regulatory 
Area are allocated to the entry level 
rockfish fishery; the remaining 95 
percent are allocated to those vessels 
eligible to participate in the Rockfish 
Program. The Rockfish Program will 
expire in December 2011, although the 
Council has proposed a new program to 
supersede the existing Rockfish Program 
by 2012. NMFS is developing a 
proposed rule to implement the 
Council’s revised program and 
anticipates that it will be published in 
the Federal Register for public review 
and comment early in 2011. 

In 2011, NMFS is setting aside 
incidental catch amounts (ICAs) of 500 
mt of Pacific ocean perch, 100 mt of 
northern rockfish, and 100 mt of pelagic 
shelf rockfish for other directed fisheries 
in the Central Regulatory Area. These 
amounts are based on recent average 
incidental catch in the Central 
Regulatory Area by these other 
groundfish fisheries. 

Section 679.83(a)(1)(i) requires that 
allocations to the trawl entry level 
fishery must be made first from the 

allocation of Pacific ocean perch 
available to the rockfish entry level 
fishery. If the amount of Pacific ocean 
perch available for allocation is less 
than the total allocation allowable for 
trawl catcher vessels in the rockfish 
entry level fishery, then northern 
rockfish and pelagic shelf rockfish must 
be allocated to trawl catcher vessels. 
Allocations of Pacific ocean perch, 
northern rockfish, and pelagic shelf 
rockfish to longline catcher vessels must 
be made after the allocations to trawl 
gear. 

Table 9 lists the final 2011 allocations 
of rockfish in the Central GOA to trawl 
and longline gear in the entry level 
rockfish fishery. Allocations of primary 
rockfish species TACs among 
participants in the Rockfish Program are 
not included in the final harvest 
specifications because applications for 
catcher/processor and catcher vessel 
cooperatives are due to NMFS on March 
1 of each calendar year, thereby 
preventing NMFS from calculating final 
2011 allocations. NMFS will post these 
allocations on the Alaska Region Web 
site (http://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/ 
sustainablefisheries/goarat/default.htm) 
when they become available 

TABLE 9—FINAL 2011 ALLOCATIONS OF ROCKFISH IN THE CENTRAL GULF OF ALASKA TO TRAWL AND LONGLINE GEAR 1 
IN THE ENTRY-LEVEL ROCKFISH FISHERY 
[Values are rounded to the nearest metric ton] 

Species TAC 
Incidental 

catch 
allowance 

TAC minus 
ICA 5% TAC 2.5% TAC Entry-level 

trawl allocation 

Entry-level 
longline 

allocation 

Pacific ocean perch ..... 10,379 500 9,879 494 247 375 119 
Northern rockfish .......... 2,281 100 2,181 109 55 0 109 
Pelagic shelf rockfish ... 3,052 100 2,952 148 74 0 148 

Total ...................... 15,712 700 15,012 751 375 375 375 

1 Longline gear includes jig and hook-and-line gear. 

Halibut PSC Limits 

Section 679.21(d) establishes the 
annual halibut PSC limit 
apportionments to trawl and hook-and- 
line gear and permits the establishment 
of apportionments for pot gear. In 
December 2010, the Council 
recommended that NMFS maintain the 
2010 halibut PSC limits of 2,000 mt for 
the trawl fisheries and 300 mt for the 
hook-and-line fisheries for the 2011 and 
2012 groundfish fisheries. Ten mt of the 
hook-and-line limit is further allocated 
to the DSR fishery in the SEO District. 
The DSR fishery is defined at 
§ 679.21(d)(4)(iii)(A). This fishery has 
been apportioned 10 mt in recognition 
of its small-scale harvests. Most vessels 
in the DSR fishery are less than 60 ft 
(18.3 m) length overall and are exempt 

from observer coverage. Therefore, 
observer data are not available to verify 
actual bycatch amounts. NMFS 
estimates low halibut bycatch in the 
DSR fishery because: The duration of 
the DSR fisheries and the gear soak 
times are short; the DSR fishery occurs 
in the winter when less overlap occurs 
in the distribution of DSR and halibut; 
and, the directed commercial DSR 
fishery has a low DSR TAC. Of the 295 
mt TAC for DSR in 2010, 100 mt was 
available for the commercial fishery, of 
which 30 mt were harvested. 

The FMP authorizes the Council to 
exempt specific gear from the halibut 
PSC limits. NMFS, after consultation 
with the Council, exempts pot gear, jig 
gear, and the sablefish IFQ hook-and- 
line gear fishery from the non-trawl 

halibut limit for 2011 and 2012. The 
Council recommended these 
exemptions because (1) the pot gear 
fisheries have low annual halibut 
bycatch mortality (averaging 19 mt 
annually from 2001 through 2010); 
(2) IFQ program regulations prohibit 
discard of halibut if any halibut IFQ 
permit holder on board a catcher vessel 
holds unused halibut IFQ 
(§ 679.7(f)(11)); sablefish IFQ fishermen 
typically hold halibut IFQ permits and 
are therefore required to retain the 
halibut they catch while fishing 
sablefish IFQ; and (3) NMFS estimates 
negligible halibut mortality for the jig 
gear fisheries. NMFS estimates that 
halibut mortality is negligible in the jig 
gear fisheries given the small amount of 
groundfish harvested by jig gear 
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