
10678 Federal Register / Vol. 77, No. 36 / Thursday, February 23, 2012 / Rules and Regulations 

Allocation of the AI Pacific Ocean 
Perch, and BSAI Flathead Sole, Rock 
Sole, and Yellowfin Sole TACs 

Sections 679.20(a)(10)(i) and (ii) 
require that NMFS allocate AI Pacific 
ocean perch, and BSAI flathead sole, 
rock sole, and yellowfin sole TACs 
between the Amendment 80 sector and 
BSAI trawl limited access sector, after 
subtracting 10.7 percent for the CDQ 
reserve and an ICA for the BSAI trawl 
limited access sector and vessels using 

non-trawl gear. The allocation of the 
ITAC for AI Pacific ocean perch, and 
BSAI flathead sole, rock sole, and 
yellowfin sole to the Amendment 80 
sector is established in accordance with 
Tables 33 and 34 to part 679 and 
§ 679.91. The 2013 allocations for 
Amendment 80 species between 
Amendment 80 cooperatives and 
limited access sector will not be known 
until November 1, 2012, the date by 
which the applicants eligible to apply 

for participation in the Amendment 80 
program must file their application. 
Amendment 80 applications for 2013 
have not yet been submitted to NMFS, 
thereby preventing NMFS from 
calculating 2013 allocations. NMFS will 
publish 2013 Amendment 80 allocations 
when they become available in 
December 2012. Table 7a and 7b lists 
the 2012 and 2013 allocations of the AI 
Pacific ocean perch, and BSAI flathead 
sole, rock sole, and yellowfin sole TACs. 

TABLE 7A—FINAL 2012 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT QUOTA (CDQ) RESERVES, INCIDENTAL CATCH AMOUNTS (ICAS), AND 
AMENDMENT 80 ALLOCATIONS OF THE ALEUTIAN ISLANDS PACIFIC OCEAN PERCH, AND BSAI FLATHEAD SOLE, ROCK 
SOLE, AND YELLOWFIN SOLE TACS 

[Amounts are in metric tons] 

Sector 

Pacific ocean perch Flathead sole Rock sole Yellowfin sole 

Eastern Aleu-
tian District 

Central Aleutian 
District 

Western Aleu-
tian District BSAI BSAI BSAI 

TAC .............................................. 5,620 4,990 8,380 34,134 87,000 202,000 
CDQ ............................................. 601 534 897 3,652 9,309 21,614 
ICA ............................................... 100 75 10 5,000 10,000 2,000 
BSAI trawl limited access ............ 492 438 149 0 0 36,297 
Amendment 80 ............................. 4,427 3,943 7,324 25,482 67,691 142,089 
Alaska Groundfish Cooperative ... 2,347 2,091 3,883 4,976 19,000 60,313 
Alaska Seafood Cooperative ....... 2,080 1,852 3,440 20,506 48,691 81,776 

Note: Sector apportionments may not total precisely due to rounding. 

TABLE 7B—FINAL 2013 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT QUOTA (CDQ) RESERVES, INCIDENTAL CATCH AMOUNTS (ICAS), AND 
AMENDMENT 80 ALLOCATIONS OF THE ALEUTIAN ISLANDS PACIFIC OCEAN PERCH, AND BSAI FLATHEAD SOLE, ROCK 
SOLE, AND YELLOWFIN SOLE TACS 

[Amounts are in metric tons] 

Sector 

Pacific ocean perch Flathead sole Rock sole Yellowfin sole 

Eastern Aleu-
tian District 

Central Aleutian 
District 

Western Aleu-
tian District BSAI BSAI BSAI 

TAC .............................................. 6,440 5,710 9,610 34,134 87,000 203,900 
CDQ ............................................. 689 611 1,028 3,652 9,309 21,817 
ICA ............................................... 100 75 10 5,000 10,000 2,000 
BSAI trawl limited access ............ 565 502 171 0 0 36,975 
Amendment 801 ........................... 5,086 4,522 8,400 25,482 67,691 143,107 

1 The 2013 allocations for Amendment 80 species between Amendment 80 cooperatives and the Amendment 80 limited access sector will not 
be known until November 1, 2012, the date by which the applicants eligible to apply for participation in the Amendment 80 program must file 
their application. 

Note: Sector apportionments may not total precisely due to rounding. 

Allocation of PSC Limits for Halibut, 
Salmon, Crab, and Herring 

Section 679.21(e) sets forth the BSAI 
PSC limits. Pursuant to § 679.21(e)(1)(iv) 
and (e)(2), the 2012 and 2013 BSAI 
halibut mortality limits are 3,675 mt for 
trawl fisheries and 900 mt for the non- 
trawl fisheries. Under sections 
679.21(e)(3)(i)(A)(2) and (e)(4)(i)(A), 
NMFS allocates 326 mt of the trawl 
halibut mortality limit and 7.5 percent, 
or 67 mt, of the non-trawl halibut 
mortality limit as the PSQ reserve for 
use by the groundfish CDQ program. 

Section 679.21(e)(4)(i) authorizes 
NMFS to apportion the non-trawl 
halibut PSC limit into PSC bycatch 

allowances among six fishery categories. 
Table 8c lists the fishery bycatch 
allowances for the trawl and non-trawl 
fisheries. 

Pursuant to section 3.6 of the BSAI 
FMP, the Council recommends, and 
NMFS agrees, that certain specified non- 
trawl fisheries be exempt from the 
halibut PSC limit. As in past years, after 
consulting with the Council, NMFS 
exempts pot gear, jig gear, and the 
sablefish IFQ hook-and-line gear fishery 
categories from halibut bycatch 
restrictions for the following reasons: (1) 
The pot gear fisheries have low halibut 
bycatch mortality; (2) NMFS estimates 
halibut mortality for the jig gear fleet to 

be negligible because of the small size 
of the fishery and the selectivity of the 
gear; and (3) the sablefish and halibut 
IFQ fisheries have low halibut bycatch 
mortality because the IFQ program 
requires legal-size halibut to be retained 
by vessels using hook-and-line gear if a 
halibut IFQ permit holder or a hired 
master is aboard and is holding unused 
halibut IFQ (subpart D of 50 CFR part 
679). In 2011, total groundfish catch for 
the pot gear fishery in the BSAI was 
approximately 29,508 mt, with an 
associated halibut bycatch mortality of 
about 6 mt. 

The 2011 jig gear fishery harvested 
about 505 mt of groundfish. Most 
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