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TABLE 16—APPORTIONMENTS OF THE ‘‘OTHER HOOK-AND-LINE FISHERIES’’ ANNUAL HALIBUT PSC ALLOWANCE BETWEEN 
THE HOOK-AND-LINE GEAR CATCHER VESSEL AND CATCHER/PROCESSOR SECTORS 

[Values are in metric tons] 

‘‘Other than 
DSR’’ 

allowance 
Hook-and-line sector Percent of 

annual amount 
Sector 

annual amount Season Seasonal 
percentage 

Sector 
seasonal 
amount 

290 ................ Catcher Vessel ................... 59.7 173 January 1–June 10 ............. 86 149 
June 10–September 1 ........ 2 3 
September 1–December 31 12 21 

Catcher/Processor .............. 40.3 117 January 1–June 10 ............. 86 101 
June 10–September 1 ........ 2 2 
September 1–December 31 12 14 

The Rockfish Program requires NMFS 
to allocate a fixed amount of the deep- 
water species fishery’s halibut PSC third 
seasonal apportionment to participants 
in the Rockfish Program. This amount is 
based on 87.5 percent of the 2000 
through 2006 average halibut mortality 
usage of 219 mt. Of this amount, 117.3 
mt of the halibut PSC is allocated to the 
CV sector and 74.1 mt is allocated to the 
C/P sector. The remaining 12.5 percent, 
or 38 mt, would no longer be annually 
apportioned for use by fisheries using 
trawl gear in the GOA. 

Regulations implementing the 
Rockfish Program (76 FR 81248, 
December 27, 2011) limit the amount of 

the halibut PSC limit allocated to 
Rockfish Program participants that 
could be re-apportioned to the general 
GOA trawl fisheries 
(§ 679.21(d)(5)(iii)(B)). Halibut PSC limit 
reallocations to the non-Rockfish 
Program trawl fisheries from the 
Rockfish Program are limited to no more 
than 55 percent of the unused annual 
halibut PSC apportioned to Rockfish 
Program participants. The remainder of 
the unused Rockfish Program halibut 
PSC limit is unavailable for use by 
vessels directed fishing with trawl gear 
for the remainder of the fishing year. 

Estimated Halibut Bycatch in Prior 
Years 

The best available information on 
estimated halibut bycatch was data 
collected by fisheries observers during 
2011. The calculated halibut bycatch 
mortality by trawl, hook-and-line, and 
pot gear in 2011 is 1,847 mt, 240 mt, 
and 45 mt, respectively, for a total 
halibut mortality of 2,132 mt. 

Halibut bycatch restrictions 
seasonally constrained trawl gear 
fisheries during the 2011 fishing year. 
Table 17 lists the closure dates for 
fisheries that resulted from the 
attainment of seasonal or annual halibut 
PSC limits. 

TABLE 17—2011 FISHERY CLOSURES DUE TO ATTAINMENT OF PACIFIC HALIBUT PSC LIMITS 

Fishery category Opening date Closure date Federal Register citation 

Trawl Deep-water, season 2 ........ January 20, 2011 ......................... April 22, 2011 ............................... 76 FR 23511, April 27, 2011. 
Trawl Shallow-water,1 season 4 ... September 1, 2011 ...................... September 3, 2011 ...................... 76 FR 55276, September 7, 2011. 
Trawl Shallow-water,1 season 4 ... September 14, 2011 .................... September 16, 2011 .................... 76 FR 57679, September 16, 2011. 
Trawl Shallow-water,1 season 4 ... September 20, 2011 .................... Remained open through Decem-

ber 31, 2011.
Hook-and-line gear, all targets 2 ... January 1, 2011 ........................... Remained open through Decem-

ber 31, 2011.

1 With the exception of vessels participating in the Central GOA Rockfish Program and vessels fishing for pollock using pelagic trawl gear. 
2 With the exception of the sablefish fishery which was open March 12, 2011, through November 18, 2011. 

Current Estimates of Halibut Biomass 
and Stock Condition 

The IPHC annually assesses the 
abundance and potential yield of the 
Pacific halibut using all available data 
from the commercial and sport fisheries, 
other removals, and scientific surveys. 
Additional information on the Pacific 
halibut stock assessment may be found 
in the IPHC’s 2011 Pacific halibut stock 
assessment (December 2011), available 
on the IPHC Web site at www.iphc.int. 
The IPHC considered the 2011 Pacific 
halibut assessment for 2012 at its 
January 2012 annual meeting when it 
set the 2012 commercial halibut fishery 
catch limits. 

The halibut resource is fully utilized. 
Recent catches in the commercial 
halibut fisheries in Alaska over the last 

18 years (1994 through 2011) have 
averaged 31,535 mt round weight per 
year. In January 2012, the IPHC 
recommended Alaska commercial catch 
limits totaling 15,430 mt round weight 
for 2012, a 21.5 percent decrease from 
19,662 mt in 2011. Through December 
31, 2011, commercial hook-and-line 
harvests of halibut off Alaska totaled 
19,140 mt round weight. The IPHC staff 
recommendations for commercial catch 
limits continue to be based on applying 
the Slow Up—Full Down policy of a 33 
percent increase from the previous 
year’s catch limits when stock yields are 
projected to increase, but uses a 100 
percent decrease in recommended catch 
when stock yields are projected to 
decrease, as was done for the 2011 
fishery. 

The largest decreases in the 2012 
catch limit recommendations for Alaska 
are for Area 3A, from 8,685 mt round 
weight in 2011 to 7,208 mt round 
weight in 2012; for Area 3B, from 4,542 
mt in 2011 to 3,066 mt in 2012; for Area 
4A, from 1,458 mt in 2011 to 948 mt in 
2012; for Area 4B, from 1,318 mt in 
2011 to 1,130 mt in 2012; and for 
combined Areas CDE, from 2,250 mt in 
2011 to 1,491 mt in 2012. The only 
increase in catch limit 
recommendations in Alaska is for Area 
2C, from 1,409 mt round weight in 2011 
to 1,587 mt round weight in 2012. 

For more information, see the 
proposed 2012 and 2013 harvest 
specifications (76 FR 79620, December 
22, 2011), which discusses the potential 
impacts of expected fishing for 
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